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PRESS RELEASE

RECORDED MEMORIES
EUROPE. SOUTHEAST

(28 November 2014 - 21 February 2015, NiMAC)

Opening: Friday, 28 November 2014, 20:00

The Nicosia Municipal Arts Centre, Associated with the Pierides Foundation and the Goethe Institut
announce the opening of the exhibition Recorded Memories — Europe. Southeast, on Friday, 28
November 2014.

The exhibition features works by twenty-three artists from eleven countries in Southeastern Europe,
who address various aspects of collective memory, places of memory, different cultures of memory, as
well as the role of image in these processes. With the use of photographs and videos, the artists
examine through their works the ways with which the past continues to be present in this particular
region of Europe that has been marked by conflicts, hostilities and wars. The exhibition brings together
artistic works that present very different historical narratives and, beyond that, different uses to which
the camera can be put: as a device for producing matter-of-fact recordings or biographical accounts, for
subjective documentation or historical analysis or as a means of capturing the vestigial traces of an
action.

This large exhibition was curated by Constanze Wicke, who collaborated with curators from the eleven
participating countries (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Moldavia, Rumania, Serbia and Turkey).

The artists participating in the exhibition are: Hassan Abdelghani/Croatia, Ana Adamovié¢/Serbia, Jelena
Blagovi¢/Croatia, Pavel Braila/Moldavia, Michele Bressan/Rumania, Marianna Christofides/Cyprus,
kavecS/Greece, losif Kirali/Rumania, Panos Kokkinias/Greece, Milomir Kovacdevié, Bosnia-Hersegovina,
Nikola Radi¢ Lucati/Serbia, Nicola Mihov/Bulgaria, Erhan Muratoglu/Turkey, Stefan Sava/Rumania,
Stefana Savi¢/Serbia, Saso Stanojkovik/Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Predrag Terzi¢/Serbia,
Andreas Tsonides/Greece, Peter Tzanev/Bulgaria, Zaneta Vangeli/ Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Sandra Vitalji¢/Croatia, Vaggelis Vlahos/Greece, Fani Zguro/Albania.
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According to the curator of Recorded Memories - Europe. Southeast: “The title of the exhibition carries
with it the idea that there is a substrate, a medium that can record memory or assimilate it. The
photographic film is, in fact, a “sponge” that soaks up the visible and traps it as the past. But memory is
an organic process, one that is subjective and irrational, and far more complex than a simple matter of
retrieving a stored past or pressing the shutter. Record!”

The thematic arrangement of the exhibition offers a variety of perspectives from which one can view
the works on display. Some approaches are defined by their theme, others by the artistic attitude of the
artist, while others by the medium they make use of. The diversity of uses to which photography can be
put becomes evident only when the viewer takes a comparative overview of all the works on show.
Perhaps, it is the split-second fragmentariness inherent in the nature of photography and film that
connects many of these different approaches together. And this regardless of whether the artist is
working with found images or using the camera to document and produce new images. The “fragment”
of recorded reality is either the starting point for a wide range of artistic “excavations” of the past or the
articulation of a perspective that sets up an opposing view to confront official historiographical
interpretations.

The selection of the works is based on the proposition that the camera media of photography —
photography, film, and video— have a special relationship to the past and are important means of
conveying individual rituals of remembrance and cultures of collective memory. This “recording gaze”
transforms the present into the past and yet a narrative is always needed to give these fragments a
point of view. In this sense, the artists are not far removed from historians, who organize the sources of
the past and translate them into a story.

The exhibition Recorded Memories - Europe. Southeast is the result of an initiative by the Goethe
Institut in collaboration with the Museum of Photography in Braunschweig, where the exhibition was
originally on view before it started its tour through the eleven participating countries.

The publication accompanying the exhibition includes the works by the artists and texts by the following
curators: Constanze Wicke/Germany, Konrad Clewing/Germany, Alexandra Athanasiadou /Greece,
Nadezhda Dzhakova/Bulgaria, Suzana Milevska/ Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ana
Pani¢/Serbia, Basak Senova/Turkey, Yiannis Toumazis/Cyprus and Branka Vujanovi¢/Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Within the framework of the exhibition and in collaboration with the IAPT (International Association of
Photography and Theory) the 3rd International Conference of Photography and Theory entitled
“Photography and Politics and the Politics of Photography” will be held at the Municipal Arts Center. In
the three-day conference (5-7 December 2014) the invited speakers will be Walid Raad and John Tagg.
Registration for the conference is required in order to attend. For further information and registration:
http://photographyandtheory.com/wp/?page id=68

The exhibition will be closed to the general public during the 3rd International Conference of
Photography and Theory (5-7 December 2014).
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 2014 @ NIMAC, 20:00
Exhibition opening: Recorded Memories — Europe. Southeast

SATURDAY, 29 NOVEMBER @ NIMAC, 10:30
Round-table Discussion
History, Memory and Contemporary Art

Speakers:

e Bjorn Luley, Director, Goethe-Institut Cyprus

e Ana Panic, Curator, Art Historian, Museum of Yugoslav History, Belgrade, Serbia

e Sabina Salamon, Curator, Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Rijeka, Croatia

¢ Yiannis Toumazis, Director NiMAC, Nicosia Municipal Arts Centre, Associated with the Pierides
Foundation, Cyprus

e Marianna Christofides, Artist, Cyprus and Germany

FRIDAY, 5 DECEMBER - SUNDAY, 7 DECEMBER

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE (only for conference participants)
3rd International Conference of Photography and Theory
Photography and Politics and the Politics of Photography

During the conference the Arts Centre and the exhibition will be open only for the participants
of the conference.
For further information and registration: http://photographyandtheory.com/wp/?page id=68

FILM SCREENINGS

WEDNESDAY, 28 JANUARY 2015 @ NIMAC, 18:00
Shadows and Faces

Director: Dervis Zaim

Duration: 116 minutes

In Turkish with English subtitles

WEDNESDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 2015 @ NIMAC, 18:00
Our Wall

Director: Panicos Chrysanthou

Duration: 90 minutes

In English with Greek subtitles
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WEDNESDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2015 @ NIMAC, 18:00
Mud-Camur

Director: Dervis Zaim

Duration: 98 minutes

In Turkish with English subtitles

WEDNESDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2015 @ NIMAC, 18:00
Akamas

Director: Panicos Chrysanthou

Duration: 115 minutes

In English with Greek subtitles

NiMAC
Nicosia Municipal Arts Centre, Associated with the Pierides Foundation [Old Powerhouse]

19, Palias llektrikis, 1016 Nicosia
T: +357 22797400, Email: info@nimac.org.cy, website :www.nimac.org.cy

NiMAC Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 08:00-15:00
Exhibition Opening Times: Tuesday — Saturday, 10:00-21:00

Co-Organisers:

.m
NiMAC~

nicosia municipal
arts

19, Palias llektrikis, 1016 Nicosia Cyprus | Tel: +357 22797400 | Fax: +357 22432531 | E-mail: info@nimac.org.cy | website: www.nimac.org.cy


mailto:info@nimac.org.cy
http://www.nimac.org.cy/

